
FinAl DoCumEnTS  

SEnT To 

inTErESTED PArTiES

AFTEr rECorDinG 

ConFirmED,  

 First American 
DiSburSES FunDS

DoCumEnTS rECorDED  

AnD ESCroW CloSED

First American EnSurES All  

ConTrACT ConDiTionS mET

loAn DoCumEnTS 

rETurnED  

To lEnDEr For rEviEW

SEPArATE APPoinTmEnTS SET:  

BUYER & SELLER 

SiGn DoCumEnTS

CloSinG DoCumEnTS  

ComPilED bY 

First American

BUYER 

rECEivES FinAl loAn 

APProvAl From lEnDEr

BUYER 

ADviSES First American 

 oF homE inSurAnCE ComPAnY

TiTlE CommiTmEnT rECEivED  

& APProvED bY BUYER

inSPECTion rEPorTS SEnT 

To APPliCAblE PArTiES & rEviEWED. 

noTiFiCATion SEnT

ESCroW oPEnED AT 

First American 
& TiTlE CommiTmEnT orDErED

APPrAiSAl 

orDErED bY & ComPlETED For lEnDEr

loAn DoCumEnTS PrEPArED 

bY lEnDEr 

& SEnT To ESCroW

BUYER 

DEPoSiTS rEQuirED FunDS

lEnDEr “FunDS loAn” 

(SEnDS FunDS To ESCroW)

vAriouS inSPECTionS  

orDErED

BUYER 

viEWS homES WiTh rEAlTor®

SELLER

SElECTS A rEAlTor®

SELLER 

PrEPArES houSE For 

ShoWinG & SEllinG

SELLER 

rEviEWS & ACCEPTS ConTrACT 

From BUYER

BUYER 

SElECTS homE AnD 

SubmiTS ConTrACT WiTh  

loAn STATuS rEPorT (lSr)

BUYER 

rECEivES KEYS From rEAlTor®

the life of an 
escrow

BUYER 

PrE-APProvED bY lEnDEr 

iF nEW loAn nEEDED

BUYER

SElECTS A rEAlTor®
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A home warranty is an insurance policy that covers a variety of mechanical, electrical, 

and plumbing items, as well as some appliances, inside the home. Optional coverage is 

available for more expensive systems such as air conditioners, refrigerators, pools and spas. 

The Seller may purchase a home warranty plan prior to selling to protect against repairs 

needed during the listing period, and the buyer may be able to assume the policy at the 

close of escrow.  Or the Seller may offer to purchase a home warranty policy for the buyer. 

Offering a home warranty plan may provide these benefits:

> Increase the marketablity of your home by reassuring potential buyers.

> help sell your home faster and at a higher price.

> Ward off potential disputes after the sale for repair  
and/or replacement of covered items.

most home warranty plans can be paid for at the close of escrow. 

A copy of the invoice is presented to First American Title, and it becomes 

part of the Seller’s closing costs.

First impressions have a major impact on potential buyers. 

Try to imagine what a potential buyer will see when they 

approach your house for the first time and walk through 

each room. Ask your Realtor® for advice; they know the 

marketplace and what helps a home sell. here are some 

tips to present your home in a positive manner:

p mow and edge the lawn regularly, and trim the shrubs.

p make your entry inviting: paint your front door and buy 
    a new front door mat. 

p paint or replace the mailbox, if needed.

p If screens or windows are damaged, replace or repair them.

p Repair or replace worn shutters and other exterior trim.

p make sure the front steps are clear and hazard-free.

p make sure the door bell works properly and has a pleasant sound.

p Ensure that all exterior lights are working.

p Check stucco walls for cracks and discoloration.

p Remove any oil and rust stains from the driveway and garage.

p Clean and organize the garage, and ensure the door is in 
     good working order.

p Repair or replace loose knobs on doors and cabinets.

p Shampoo carpeting or replace if very worn. Clean tile floors, 
     particularly the caulking.

p brighten the appearance inside by painting walls, cleaning windows
     and window coverings, and removing sunscreens.

p Repair leaky faucets and caulking in bathtubs and showers.

p If doors stick or squeak, fix them.

p make sure toilet seats look new and are firmly attached.

p Repair or replace loud ventilating fans.

p Replace worn shower curtains.

p Rearrange furniture to make rooms appear larger. If possible,
    remove and/or store excess furniture.

p Remove clutter throughout the house. Organize and clean 
    out closets and pantry.

p make sure all kitchen appliances are clean and work properly.

p Avoid extension cords in plain view.

p keep washer and dryer clean and empty.

p Air conditioners/heaters, evaporative coolers, hot water 
    heater should be clean, working and inspected if necessary. 
    Replace filters.

p Check the pool and/or spa equipment and pumps. make sure all
    are working properly and that the pool and/or spa are kept clean.

p Inspect fences, gates and latches. Repair or replace as needed.

preparing your home
F o r  S a l e
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